
Woking Palace 
IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ tŀƭŀŎŜ 

 

 

The Palace from the north-west by kind permission of Woking Borough Council 

 

 
Education Pack 

 

 

 



The Friends of Woking Palace                              www.woking-palace.org 

 

 

 

 

Table of Contents 

 

Tudors in Woking Time Line ..................................................................................................................... 2 

A Brief History .......................................................................................................................................... 3 

Woking Palace Today ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Proposed On-Site Activities...................................................................................................................... 6 

Discovery trail .................................................................................................................................. 6 

Role play .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Tudor Games ................................................................................................................................... 6 

Mapping ........................................................................................................................................... 6 

Suggested Pre/Post Visit Activities .......................................................................................................... 7 

Mumchance ..................................................................................................................................... 7 

Design an emblem ........................................................................................................................... 7 

Tudor Games Project ....................................................................................................................... 8 

Tudor Dance .................................................................................................................................... 8 

Tudor Tableware Loan Box ...................................................................................................................... 9 

Arranging a Visit ..................................................................................................................................... 10 

References.............................................................................................................................................. 10 

Ideas for Curriculum development ........................................................................................................ 11 

Palace Complex Map .............................................................................................................................. 12 

Woking Palace Discovery Trail ............................................................................................................... 13 



The Friends of Woking Palace  2 www.woking-palace.org 

 

Tudors in Woking Time Line 

 
1485  
Henry VII crowned King. Grants his mother, Lady Margaret Beaufort, the Manor of Woking 

 1490   
 Treaty of Woking signed by King Henry VII and Maximilian of Austria 

  1503   
  Henry VII reclaims the Manor from his mother. 

   1508   
   .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iŀƭƭ 

    1509   
    Death of Lady Beaufort and Henry VII. Henry VIII succeeds as King 

     1515   
     Henry VIII visits Woking. Work begins on the Palace 

      1532   
      Palace extended 

       1547   
       Henry VIII dies, Edward VI becomes King 

        1550   
        Edward VI visits Woking 

         1553   
         Edward VI dies, Mary becomes Queen 

          1558   
          Death of Mary, Elizabeth I becomes Queen 

           1569   
           Elizabeth visits Woking 

            1576   
            Alteration and reconstruction works commence 

             1580   
             Major reconstruction works completed 

              1603   
              Elizabeth I dies 

               1620   
               James I grants Palace to Sir Edward Zouch.  

                1620s  
                Palace  abandoned 
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A Brief History 

It is not widely known, but Woking has strong links with the Tudor monarchs and a colourful 
Tudor history.  The remains of Woking Palace can be found near Old Woking, off Old Woking 
Road and Carters Lane, on the banks of the River Wey. 

The Palace was 
located in what 
used to be the 
royal forest of 
Windsor and 
was easily 
accessible from 
London.  From 
medieval times 
the Royal Manor 
of Edward the 
Confessor was 
held by the kings 
of England, and 
in 1466 was 
granted to Lady 
Margaret 
Beaufort, 
mother of Henry 
VII. 

The royal manor house of Woking was frequently visited by Henry VII, and the Treaty of 
Woking was signed there on 11 September 1490.  The Treaty, between Henry VII and 
Maximilian of Austria, made a pact against their common enemy, the French, to prevent 
them from dominating Europe. 

In 1503, Lady Margaret Beaufort gave up her manor house when Henry VII decided to 
extend it and transform it into a royal palace.  After Henry died in 1509, his son Henry VIII 
continued the royal association with Woking Palace.   

Henry VIII was a frequent visitor to Woking Palace and it became a regular holiday home, 
meeting place and venue for great events. In 1515, new work began on the Palace with the 
main extension work carried out between 1532 and 1542. Records show that the Palace 
included ŀ DǊŜŀǘ IŀƭƭΣ tǊƛǾȅ /ƻǳǊǘΣ YƛƴƎΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ !ǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
Apartments, numerous lodgings, stables, bowling greens, orchards, fishponds and extensive 
parklands.  The Palace must have been of some considerable size and lavishness and it is 
known that Henry VIII spent time at Woking Palace with both Katherine Howard and 
Catherine Parr, enjoying the country air and the good hunting in the parks. 

!ŦǘŜǊ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLLΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мрпт ǘƘŜ tŀƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŘƻƳ ǳǎŜŘΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ ±L ƻƴƭȅ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ 
during his reign and Mary never visited the Palace. When Elizabeth became Queen in 1558, 
the Palace returned briefly  to royal favour, with alterations and additions between 1576 
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and 1580. By the end of the sixteenth century, however, the Palace began to deteriorate 
and was regarded as old fashioned; the heyday of King Henry had passed and the Palace fell 
out of royal favour.   

In 1620, James I granted Woking Palace to Sir Edward Zouch, on condition that every year 
on the feast of St.James, hŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ 

paid £100 in gold coin of the realm.  Sir Edward abandoned the Palace and built himself a 
new manor house at Hoe Place. It is possible that some materials were also taken from the 
Palace to be used in the construction of Sutton Place.  

 

Woking Palace Today 

Woking Palace is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.  Entrance to the site is across the moat 
and over an earth causeway, which would originally have been a drawbridge.  Much of the 
moat has been filled in, but a shallow depression shows its course. Upon entering, you will 
see in the distance the stone built Barrel Vault, probably dating from the 14th century, and 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊƛŎƪ YƛƴƎΩǎ IŀƭƭΣ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мрлуΦ   

The Barrel Vault may have been a store and would probably have been two storey, as was 
most of the Palace. The roof of the Barrel Vault has brick vaulting interspersed with chalk 
ribs and there is Tudor graffiti on the left hand side of the doorway.  A bolthole would have 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ IŜƴǊȅ ±LLΩǎ ŀǊŜŀ 

ArtistΩǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ of Woking Palace © Kelvin Wilson 
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Guildford Museum collection 

of the Palace, but since the abandonment of the Palace in the 1620s, the Park was turned 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ Iŀƭƭ was used as a barn until within living memory. 

Other fragments of wall foundations can be seen, which indicate where buildings such as 
The Greŀǘ IŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴΦ 

The fenced Copse was originally the site of the Palace orchards, with two fish ponds and a 
ōƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴΣ ΨŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪȅƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŜƴŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴΩΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƴŘǎΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎǘŜǿ ǇƻƴŘǎΣ Ƴŀȅ 
have been used to keep fish caught in the river, but may also have been designed to keep 
different species of fish separate, so that one did not eat the other.  

More recently the site has been used as a hazel copse and after much restoration, including 
pulling two cars out of the ponds, there are plans to renew a regime of coppicing. The copse 
is a Site of Special Scientific Interest, the area being a blaze of colour in the Spring, with one 
of the best displays of wild daffodils and bluebells to be found in Surrey.  

In the 1990s, archaeological diving operations in the River Wey 
brought up a number of interesting artefacts. These included 
pottery dating from all periods and a number of rare fragments of 
blue and white Valencian tiles. 

 Other items found in the river 
were building materials, clay 
pipes, window and vessel glass, 
metal and household objects such 
as knives, buckles and goblets.  

Recovered artefacts ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ [ƛƎƘǘōƻȄΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
some are on display ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƪƛƴƎΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ ƎŀƭƭŜǊȅΦ Some 
artefacts may also be found in Guildford Museum. 
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Proposed On-Site Activities 

 
Discovery trail 
Although there is little physically remaining, a visit to the site will allow pupils to see the full 
scale and extent of a Tudor Royal Palace. 

Enter the site by crossing the moat and see where the drawbridge and gatehouse used to 
be. Follow the Discovery Trail, which will lead you around the site, pointing out where the 
various buildings, gardens, moat and ponds would have been. The trail includes clues to find 
hidden items and mystery facts. 

The Discovery Trail can be found at the end of this pack. Please print off as many copies as 
you will need prior to your visit. 

 

Role play 
Once pupils have explored the Palace, they could be divided into small groups to devise 
short scenes, which can then be performed to the rest of the class. Coming in costume 
always helps to add authenticity. Using imagination and virtual, rather than actual props, 
they can explore the ideas of rich and poor/ servants and masters, in the context of a royal 
palace. 

For example, preparing and serving food for a royal banquet. How about bringing Tudor 
style packed lunches? 

 

Tudor Games 
Games were a very popular pastime in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, in the midst 
of the mayhem abounding in religious and political circles, and Henry VIII was a keen 
sportsman.  

Backgammon, skittles, bowls, hopscotch, football and card games were all the rage, though 
only the nobility were allowed to play. In 1512 a law was passed banning the ordinary 
person from playing a range of games, such as real tennis, dice, cards, bowls and skittles.   

Pupils can take part in some Tudor games on site, bringing their own cards, dice or bowls, or 
use the skittles provided.  Unfortunately, football is not permitted on the site. 

 

Mapping 
A map of the Palace complex is attached at the end of this pack. Using the map, students 
can explore the site and try to discover each part of the Palace, colouring it in on the map as 
it is found. Perhaps students could be divided into teams, with a prize for the first team to 
successfully fill in their maps.  Some elements of the Palace are not obvious and will require 
observational and deductive skills and quite a lot of guesswork! 
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 Suggested Pre/Post Visit Activities 

 
Coats of Arms 
²ƻƪƛƴƎΩǎ Ŏƻŀǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƳǎ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ƻŦ Ǉŀǎǘ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ of the Manor of 
Woking. The cross belongs to Edward the Confessor and the red and gold colours are from 

the arms of the Bassett family, to whom the Manor was 
granted by King John. On the death of Aliva Bassett in 1281, the 
Manor passed to her son Hugh le Despenser, and it is from the 
Despenser family arms that the frets in the second and third 
quarters are taken. The fleur-de-lis in the first and fourth 
quarters are from the arms of the Beaufort Dukes of Somerset, 
who came into possession of the Manor in 1416. The motto is 
"Fide et Diligentia" τ "By Faith and Diligence". 

Have your students design their own coat of arms using colours 
and symbols that are meaningful to them.  
  

Tudor Banquet 
Henry VIII held many feasts at Woking Palace. Have your students come up with their own 
menu of what would have been served at a Tudor banquet.  The Tudors ate much of the 
same food that we eat today such as bread and vegetables, but a lot of the food would have 
been the game that was caught that day. After the meal there would be sweets and 
confectioneries.   

Mumchance 
Card games were often played at the Tudor courts, with Mumchance being a favourite card 
game of Elizabeth I.  Have you noticed that the royals on modern playing cards are still 
depicted in Tudor dress? 

1. Shuffle the cards and place the pack face down on the table. 
2. Each player has to name a card (e.g. 8 of diamonds) 
3. The cards from the pack are turned over by each player one at a time. 
4. The player whose chosen card is turned over first has won and gets the point. 
5. The first one to get to ten points is the winner!  

 

Design an emblem 
The Tudors used roses as their emblems.  Ask your students to 
find out why they were used.  If archaeologists were to look at 
artefacts from today in 500 years time, what symbol or emblem 
would best represent us?   

Ask students to draw or paint a design that they think will best 
stand the test of time. 
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Tudor Games Project 
This project is good for honing investigative skills and practising instructional writing, at the 
same time as having fun playing the games.  

 Divide the children into teams, with each team assigned a game. For instance, 
backgammon, skittles, cards, football or hopscotch. 

 Ask the children to find out as much as they can about the Tudor version of their 
game from a variety of resources and then write a set of rules for someone who has 
never heard of their game before.  For example, football was not the game we know 
today; the goals were about a mile apart and players could pick up and throw the 
ball as well as kick it.  It was also a violent game and in 1540 Henry VIII banned 
football as too many young, fit men were being injured and therefore  were unable 
to join the army. 

 Have a games session, where the children play each other's games, following each 
other's rules.  Perhaps a few Tudor refreshments at half-time would be appreciated. 

As a follow-up the children could create a Tudor games book. Perhaps they could bring it 
with them to Woking Palace and play their games on site. The only exception would be 
football, which, unfortunately, we cannot allow on the Palace site. 

Tudor Dance  
The Spanish Pavanne is a slow courtly dance. Pair up the students and have them form a 
circle. The dance will move clockwise. 

One step to the left 
Place feet together 
One step to the right 
Place feet together 
Take three steps backwards 
Place feet together 
Take four quick steps forward 

Make a small bow or curtsey 
Repeat these steps  
One step to the left 
Place feet together 
One step to the right 
Place feet together 
Make a deep bow or curtsey. 

 
You could play this on a recorder if you would like to accompany the dancing: 




